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english rule
Ireland was part of the United Kingdom in
1916. The country was ruled day-to-day by a
British administration, based in Dublin.
Although Ireland had elected representatives,

the lrish didn"t run the country, and their civil
rights had been suppressed by the English for

On Easter Monday, April 24, 1916, a group of
Irish nationalists proclaimed the establish-
ment of the Irish Republic and, along with
some 1,600 followers, staged a rebellion
against the British government in Ireland.
They envisaged a new Ireland as a national
democracy; an Ireland which, in the words of
their Proclamation, “guarantees religious
and civil liberty, equal rights and equal
opportunities to all its citizens, and [which]
declares its resolve to pursue the happiness
and prosperity of the whole nation and all of
its parts, cherishing all of the children of the
nation equally.” They believed that this could
only be achieved through complete indepen-
dence. The rebels seized prominent buildings
in Dublin and clashed with British troops.




